" The American Goldfinch undergoes a molt in the
spring and autumn. It is the only finch to un-
. dergo a molt twice a year. During the winter
> molt, it sheds all its feathers and look rather
drab. In the spring, it molts all but the wing
and tail feathers, which are dark brown on
Gertrude and black on the male. Gertrude
& becomes a beautiful dull-yellow-olive and her
e male companion becomes bright lemon
yellow. They are then ready for summer.
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Gertrude is a social bird,

o and will gather together
Gertrude is different from with other goldfinches

other female birds. She prefers
to bulld her nest in late in iwl':‘:;:efd‘"g l‘;’l‘:'ed
summer, which is timed to coin- mig g-jus we
cide with the peak abundance do when talking to orne
of thistle seed. Gertrude lines another.
her nest with thistle~down
(fluffy sbuff).
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